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Summer Camps and Scholarships

Joel Vander Wal

Pastor for Children, Youth and Family

From The Staff

 “Let the games begin!” My mother said at the beginning of our 15th annual Al 
Hanko Day last summer. “Al Hanko Day” is named after my grandpa on my mother’s 
side. As legend tells it, in high school my grandpa was such an amazing athlete that 
they would cancel all their classes for a day and hold an “Al Hanko Day” (a mini 
Olympics), in honor of him. As the grandkids have gotten older and moved away, “Al 
Hanko Day” became a day for us to gather together and compete. Originally there 
were only twenty of us, but now as the family has grown there anywhere from 35-40 
of who gather together to compete against one another.
 

 The heavens declare the glory of God;
 the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
 Day after day they pour forth speech;
 night after night they reveal knowledge.
 ~ Psalm 19:1-2

 All of creation is constantly declaring and revealing to us God in new ways. In our modern day 
however, it is becoming more and more difficult to find places where we can slow down our pace of life 
enough to actually see what God has created around us. Summer camp is one of the last places where 
kids can go to explore God’s creation while being led to a deeper faith in Christ. Having the chance to 
step outside of the normal routine allows kids to make space in their busy lives and allow the work of the 
Holy Spirit to enter in and mess with their lives. Camp is a great place to make new friends, memories and 
commitments to faith. This summer we have a variety of camps that are being offered for all ages, Vacation 
Bible School, Middle School Mission Trip, Summer Stretch, Art Camp and two family camps. These are 
great opportunities for kids and families to come together and grow in relationship with one another and 
with Jesus! Whether it’s your first year or your tenth year of being part of a summer camp ministry, we’d 
love to have you and hear your stories of how the summer ministries have impacted you. 
 Every year at Incarnation we send hundreds of kids to camp and for many it becomes one of 
the first concrete and tangible experiences of God. To live out our new mission statement at Incarnation, 
Filled by God’s Grace, we feed the hungry heart, body, mind and spirit, there is an opportunity for you to 
gift money that will go directly into the Incarnation Camp Scholarship fund. These scholarships will help 
underwrite the expenses of camp for those who may not otherwise be able to afford it. You may give to this 
fund by writing a check to Incarnation and designating, “CYF Scholarship Fund” on the memo line. Thank 
you for your continued support of Incarnation Children, Youth and Family ministries.

Participants from the 2016 Family Camp.
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From the Staff, continued from pg. 1

Worship, Prayer & Among the Congregation

Incarnation Lutheran Church

Those hospitalized: Elaine Bratland; Wilma Jorgenson; Sharon 
(Earl) Johnson.

Sympathy to: The family of Craig Kascht on his death; Perry 
Hanson on the death of his father; Joan Myrom and family on the 
death of her mother.

Congratulations to: Bill and Sheri Hansen on the birth of Joseph 
Robert.

Connect and Grow

 We have six events broken up into different categories. 
Two that are strength based, two that are skilled based, and two that 
are intellectually based. The events change every year, some of the 
most memorable have been Wii bowling, parallel parking, folding 
a set of queen sheets, shuttle run, and shot put throw. Every year we 
end with a spelling bee.
 As a new generation of “Little Hankos” has come we now 
have added a separate competition designed just for them testing 
their own skill levels. As many as 15 of the newest generation can 
participate in the obstacle course, sorting M&Ms by color, and 
even a modified spelling bee for the older kids.
 Thankfully, my grandpa was able to attend Al Hanko Day 
for the first 13 years, before he passed away in 2014. Since then 
we still meet and honor and remember my grandpa. In the most 
recent years as our family experiences different ups and downs 
that life brings, Al Hanko Day has taken on a different meaning. 
What once was a big day of celebration and laughter, now becomes 
more meaningful. We have started to more intentionally pray for 
one another, and share in each other’s joys and also each other’s 
sufferings. All of which more fully embodies the sincerity and love 
that my grandpa (and grandma) have modeled for their kids, and in 
turn our parents have modeled for us.
 Paul, in his second letter to Timothy writes, “I am reminded 
of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother 
Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you.” 
This faith that Timothy inherited from his mom and grandma lived 
on in Timothy and continued to impact many lives as a leader of 
the early Christian Church. As we celebrate Mother’s Day now and 
Father’s Day next month, what are some ways in which your own 
family has helped you to grow in your faith?

For more than 18 years, Maryl 
Wahlstrand has been part of the 
Incarnation Office staff, serving as a 
Receptionist and Small Group Ministry 
Secretary. Maryl retired on May 5 and 
we want to extend our gratitude to her 
and best wishes for the new chapter 
ahead. Her organizational skills and 
sense of hospitality have supported 
small groups and other ministries across 
Incarnation. She hopes to adjust quickly 

to retirement, enjoy being outside more often, and spend additional 
time with her family. She says that she will miss the staff that she 
has been a part of for so long, but will still get to see everyone as 
she continues be at Incarnation often. Incarnation is very grateful 
for Maryl’s service to the community and for all the ways she 
contributed to this ministry through her gifts and dedication. We 
wish her a happy retirement and look forward to hearing about the 
next chapter in her life.

Goodbye to Maryl 
Wahlstrand

 Though the rhythm changes during the summer months, 
there are still opportunities for adults to connect and grow at 
Incarnation. Look for full details of these summer offerings at 
incarnationmn.org.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University (FPU) for Young 
Adults
Open to anyone post-high school and pre-baby, FPU provides 
practical tools for learning to make and follow a budget, pay off 
debt, and use your financial resources in a way that builds of life 
of meaning and generosity. Sundays, June - August. Cost: Free, 
thanks to the support of Incarnation’s Endowment Fund. Sign up 
in the Incarnation Office.

Praying with Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount
Explore Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount through these 
activity-based prayer stations that will be installed in the Chapel 
from Sunday, June 11 - Sunday, August 27. You can access the 
chapel and these prayer stations any time the building is open.

Tech-Wise: Creating Healthy Habits for Faith & Life
We live in an age when technology is deeply integrated into the 
fabric of daily life. What does that mean for how we connect with 
God and others in meaningful ways? Participants will wrestle 
with that question and explore practical tools for purposeful 
use of digital devices. Thursdays, June 15 & 22. Sign up in the 
Incarnation Office.

In addition to the above opportunities, the following small groups 
are getting started. For full details, visit http://incarnationmn.org/
connect-grow/small-groups/new-small-groups.

Casual Biking Fellowship Group for Adults
Five Saturdays, 8:30 a.m. - 12 noon, June - September

Cycling Fellowship Group for Adults
Five Saturdays, 8 - 11:30 a.m., June - August

Women of the Bible small group
Five Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m., June

Summer Small Group on Sunday Mornings
Five Sundays, 9:45 - 10:45 a.m., June - August

Present Over Perfect small group for Women
Six Tuesdays, 7 - 8:30 p.m., June - August

Summer 
Opportunities for 
Adults

Casual Biking Fellowship Group for Adults
Bike at a casual pace, experience creation, and connect with others 
who enjoy biking. This group takes easy to moderate trails in the 
Twin Cities, meeting at each trailhead. The group bikes for 2-3 
hours, up to 20 miles (approximately 10 mph) with devotions led 
by the group leaders. Register: dfloe@incarnationmn.org.  
When: Five Saturdays, 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., June - September.

Cycling Fellowship Group for Adults
Connect with other cyclists, while exploring Twin Cities bike 
trails. This group cycles on Saturdays, 20-25 miles (approximately 
14 mph), meeting at each trailhead. The group also takes part in 
devotions together, led by the group leader. It is designed for cyclists 
who are ages 18 and above. Register at dfloe@incarnationmn.org.
When: Five Saturdays, 8 - 11:30 a.m., June - August.
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Children, Youth and Family

Serve

Love Somalia Feed My Starving Children MobilePack™ - Six 
Million Meals
As a direct response to the historic famines in East Africa, 
Feed My Starving Children is partnering with the local Somali 
community and others to pack 6 million meals June 2 - 5 at the 
St. Paul RiverCentre. Go to fmsc.org to make your reservation  to 
volunteer for this historic event, the biggest MobilePack™ ever! 
Thanks for continuing to bring life to God’s beloved children!
When: June 2 - 5.

Summer Cookie Servers
Incarnation is in need of summer cookie servers. There are three 
different shifts each Sunday morning. Please stop in the Incarnation 
Office if you are interested or register online on the Incarnation 
website under http://incarnationmn.org/serve/current-volunteer-
opportunities.   
When: June 4 - September 3.

Women of the Bible small group for women
Connect with other women in a small group setting, while 
exploring the stories of Biblical women and their insights for life 
today. This small group will watch video segments and talk about 
five women from the Bible using the faith study, Twelve Women of 
the Bible. Space is limited. Suggested contribution: $5. Register: 
dfloe@incarnationmn.org.
When: Five Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m., June.

Summer Small Group on Sunday Mornings
Meet and connect with others, while taking a new step in your 
faith. This small group will watch a variety of faith-based DVD 
segments, and talk about how the messages connect to daily life. If 
you’re new to small groups, this is a great starting place. Register: 
dfloe@incarnationmn.org.
When: Five Sundays, 9:45 - 10:45 a.m., June - August.

Children Youth and Family use Simple Texting 
Are you interested in receiving text messages for upcoming 
deadlines or program opportunities? Text the keywords below to 
555888 to opt in:
Children’s Ministry: ILCCHILDRENS
Middle school Ministry: ILCMIDDLESCHOOL
Confirmation Ministry: ILCCONFIRMATION
High School Ministry: ILCHIGHSCHOOL
Family Ministry: ILCFAMILY 

Vacation Bible School Volunteers
Incarnation has invited a lot of kids to come this summer for 
Maker Fun Factory, Incarnation’s Vacation Bible School. This 
translates to needing many volunteers to help with the fun and 
excitement that week. To see the volunteer opportunities, visit the 
Incarnation website, stop in the Children’s Resource Center, or 
contact Rebecca Christiansen at rchristiansen@incarnationmn.
org.
When: June 19 - 23.

Incarnation Receives Memorial Gifts
During the First Quarter of 2017

In the first quarter of the year, January to March 2017, Incarnation Lutheran Church received the following memorials. 
We would like to publicly thank these people for remembering Incarnation. 
“We gratefully acknowledge these gifts and join in loving remembrance.”

In Remembrance of: Dorothy Bailey.
A Gift was Received from: Don & Claudia Wiebold.

In Remembrance of: Lorna Rademacher.
A Gift was Received from: Bill & Bev Seabloom, Mary Birkeland, Jerry & Carolyn TerEick, Dennis & Carol Paulson, Carl & Jan 
Johnson.

In Remembrance of: Marion Flaa.
A Gift was Received from: Elaine McGillvray.

In Remembrance of: Bridget Giere.
A Gift was Received from: Mark & Karen Johnson.

In Remembrance of: Carol Nelson.
A Gift was Received from: Al & Joyce Anderson, Marlys Nelson, Douglas & Barbara Merchant, Audrey Barr, George & Judy Murakami, 
Rollie & Murt Seltz.

In Remembrance of: Le Ann Sullivan’s Brother.
A Gift was Received from: Jim & Carol Fruehling.

In Remembrance of: Carl Nerison.
A Gift was Received from: Gina Nerison.

In Remembrance of: Ardelle Peterson.
A Gift was Received from: Jim & Carol Fruehling, Linda Mattson.

In Remembrance of: Pastor James Martin.
A Gift was Received from: Bette Olson.

In Remembrance of: David Brainard.
A Gift was Received from: Cal & Sharon Wilson, Bette Olson, Jim & Julie Meinen, Glen & Kathy Winchell, Don & Claudia Wiebold, 
Marlys Nelson.

In Remembrance of: Fran Elfstrom.
A Gift was Received from: Paul & Mary Botelho, Carolyn Press.
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INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
GENERAL FUND - INCOME & EXPENSE REPORT  

FOR THE MONTH ENDING MARCH, 2017   
REVENUE             YTD ACTUAL     YTD BUDGET YTD VARIANCE    
Member Envelopes/Loose                        $413,287         $437,789 ($24,502)
Special Env./Misc.           $9,158            $14,830 ($5,672)________________________________________________________
Total Offering             $422,445           $452,619 ($30,174)
Other Income           $1,702              $2,187 ($485)________________________________________________________
Total Income             $424,147            $454,806 ($30,659)
                                                                                                 
EXPENSES            YTD ACTUAL    YTD BUDGET YTD VARIANCE 
Missions                      $54,630           $55,500 ($870)
Salaries/Wages          $340,264           $350,000 ($9,736)
Ministries                       $9,503           $26,787 ($17,285)
Administration             $14,764            $16,813 ($2,049)
Building                       $45,314            $52,650 ($7,335)____________________________________________________
Total Expenses            $464,474          $501,750 ($37,275)
Net Income (loss)      ($40,327)          ($46,944) $6,617

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Beginning of the Month balance       $224,114
Net Income for the month                    26,984
Mortgage Payment                  (28,540)
Other Capital Expenses          (111)
_________________________________________
Monthly Ending Balance                  $222,448

Thank you for supporting the ministries, missions, and programs of 
Incarnation with your continued contributions. 

Your gifts are greatly appreciated.   

Gifts to the Endowment Fund 
In memory of Lorna Rademacher were received from Duane & Marlys Nelson.

In memory of Carol Nelson were received from Duane & Marlys Nelson.
   
In memory of Jean Alsop were received from Bill & Bev Seabloom, Cal & Sharon Wilson, Bette Olson, Bert & Nancy Maiers, Patrick 
& Elizabeth Schiltz, Mary Ann Smith, Jim & Carol Fruehling, Charlton Dietz, Gene & Mary Lou Lindholm, Leann Sullivan, Marlys 
Nelson, Rollie & Murt Seltz, Charles & Kathryn Espe, Wally & Marge Eklund, Larrie & Lou Ann Reese, Sherman & Anne Bartz, John 
& Pat Miller, Jerrol & Alleen Tostrud, Carl & Jan Johnson, Al & Joyce Anderson, Peter & Kathleen Lowry, Carl & Carol Wahlstrand, 
Harry & Marian Johnson, Jeffrey Anderson, Bob & Alice Larson, Gary & Mary Ann Anderson, Orv & Elaine Bratland, Charles & Mary 
Speerschneider, Dr. Thomas Dosland, Grant & Phyllis Lovelle, Luann Singer, Ford & Lisa Erickson, Dick & Arlene Pontinen, James 
& Marlene Stronge, Daniel & Caroline Beckman, Judge Paul Magnuson, Carl & Jan Kuhrmeyer, Luther Fjelstad, Bill & Jean Juergens, 
Rev. David Guenzel, Deborah Siebrecht, Wigg & Wanda Turner, Allen & Marjorie Satter, Michael & Maureen Harms.


